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that something of the ordinary man would
emerge, and that it would be possible to
converse on some basis a little less lofty
and a little more favourable to the develop-
ment of friendship than the platform. But,
in nine cases out of ten, no ! There was
one man, since come to a very considerable
political eminence, with whom I had hopes
of a sort for years ; but, to the end of our
acquaintance, meeting him was simply
attending public meetings in endless suc-
cession. I believe he grudged even that
minute of hand-shaking and conven-
tional enquiry after each other's health as
time stolen from that allotted to the
agenda. It never actually happened to
me, but I generally expected that our
tete-a-tete talks would finish by his asking
me to second a resolution. Alas ! in course
of time I became disinclined even to move
on behalf of an audience of one a vote of
thanks to the speaker. Presumably he
relaxed somewhere, but when I discreetly
questioned his Indian friends I got the
impression that it was not with them.